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Un p r eced en t ed  Gat h er in g  o f  Black Lead er s To   
Discu ss So lu t ion s To  Ov er com e Ci t y Õs Vio len ce 

 

(Sept. 12, 2005)  LOUISVILLE, KY – Simmons College of Kentucky and the Pan-African 

Studies Department at the University of Louisville will host an unprecedented assembly 

of African-American leaders who will identify solutions to help overcome the violence 

that has plagued Louisville in recent years. 

 

An influential collection of community activists, ministers, 

educators, politicians, policemen, health experts, and 

businessmen will gather at the Brothers Reaching 

Brothers community forum at 11 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 17 

at the St. Stephen Worship Center located at 1018 South 

15th Street. 

 

“Violence and nihilism in our communities are at an all-

time high,” said Dr. Kevin W. Cosby, President of 

Simmons College of Kentucky.  “In response, we feel it is 

necessary to assemble the city’s most influential African-

American men to identify strategies that will restore peace 

and hope to Louisville’s most disenfranchised residents.” 

 

Participants of this forum, which is open to the public, will 

address the area’s alarming murder rate and other social 

pathologies that have stagnated the progress of 

Louisville’s minority population. 

 

 

- MORE-  
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Brothers Reaching Brothers 
Community Forum 

 
11 a.m., Sept. 17th, 2005 

St. Stephen Worship Center 
 

Forum Participants: 
 

• Christopher 2X, 
Community Activist 

• Phillip Bailey, U of L 
Student 

• Rev. Clay Calloway, 
President IMC 

• Rev. Louis Coleman, 
Justice Resource Center 

• Rev. Dr. Kevin Cosby, 
Simmons President 

• Bob Cunningham, 
Community activist 

• DeVone Holt, GLI 
Manager 

• Blaine Hudson, U of L 
Professor 

• Dr. Ricky Jones, U of L 
Professor 

• Joe McMillan, Black 
Family Conference 

• Senator Gerald Neal  
• Ben Richmond, Urban 

League President 
• Dr. Adewale Troutman, 

Health Director 
• Police Chief Robert 

White 
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“Some of the panelist are conservatives and others are liberals, but they all have a heart 

for Louisville’s hurting citizens,” said Cosby.  “That’s why none of them had a problem 

agreeing to put aside their differences for the outcomes hoped for with this forum.”  

 

The forum is the first manifestation of a strategic partnership between Simmons College 

of Kentucky and the University of Louisville.  The partnership was announced in August 

and is expected to catapult Simmons College of Kentucky into a competitive arena that 

has eluded it for years.  Additionally, the University of Louisville hopes its relationship 

with Simmons College of Kentucky will strengthen its community improvement efforts. 

 

# # #  


